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The management of pain continues to become more complex as we continue to gain further
insight into how the body responds to injury. Treatment of acute, chronic and cancer pain
has continued to evolve as our understanding of the pharmacology related to therapy has
expanded. Opioids – considered as the gold standard for the treatment of pain – have been
utilized for centuries with little understanding of how they produced analgesia until
approximately 50 years ago. Over the past decade, our understanding of opioid
pharmacology has presented us with the opportunity to utilize opioids more effectively to
treat pain, as well as allowing us to manage the side effects of this therapy.  

In the  spring of 2008, a meeting was convened to discuss the advances in the field of opioid
pharmacology and therapy. The objectives were to:

• Review the advances in opioid pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics related to
current understanding of the opioid m-receptor complex.

• Discuss the preclinical observations in relation to Dual Opioid™ therapy.

• Illustrate the possible benefits of Dual Opioid™ therapy for the treatment of cancer and
non-cancer pain.
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